Combined cholecystectomy and radical genitourinary cancer surgery.
We have routinely performed simultaneous cholecystectomy in patients with cholelithiasis undergoing selected radical genitourinary cancer surgery. A total of 31 patients have undergone cholecystectomy at the time of radical nephrectomy (25), radical cystectomy (5), and radical prostatectomy (1). Operative time was increased twenty-five to forty-five minutes. There was no significant increase in blood loss, postoperative total bilirubin, or number of complications. No complications were directly attributable to the cholecystectomy except for 1 patient who had prolonged drainage from a closed suction drain in the gallbladder fossa. We conclude that concomitant cholecystectomy at the time of radical genitourinary cancer surgery does not significantly increase morbidity and recommend that it be performed in the presence of cholelithiasis.